
MCPASD Education Foundation: 2019 Inspiration Grants

The Foundation awarded 10 grants totaling $16,091 to teachers and staff at six of our district’s schools on April 30. We provide teachers and staff with 

inspiration grants annually for innovative and unique programs that complement our district’s educational goals. The grants fund inspiring experiences for 

students that go beyond those provided in a traditional learning environment. Counting our 2019 recipients, the Foundation has awarded more than 100 

grants worth approximately $105,000 since 2013.   

Go to mcpasdfoundation.org to learn more and to donate.

1. Addressing Period Poverty (Middleton High School): School nurse Megan 

Westphal and social workers Kristin Wilson, Alex Garcia, Sarah Estrella and Betsy 

Korbinyr received $1,716 to purchase period products for each of the high 

school’s 30 bathrooms.                          

2. Sensory Friendly Dance (Middleton High School): Special education teachers 

Leigh Azkoul, Emma Becher and Ruba Abedkhader received $1,000 to support 

organizing and implementing a co-curricular opportunity for students with 

disabilities. It will involve students in Club Unify as well as the Hip Hop and Music 

for Diverse Learners classes.

3. Music Workshop Accessibility (Middleton High School): Music teacher Eric 

Rothacker received $500 to purchase instruments that will make music more 

accessible to all students, especially those with special needs or who are 

economically disadvantaged.

4. Elver Park Literacy (Glacier Greek Middle School): Teacher Amy Beattie received 

$1,200 to fund book giveaways for students and community members as part of 

Elver Park Center’s celebrations of both Thanksgiving and Black History Month.  

5. Celebrating Latino Voices (Sauk Trail): The school’s Two-Way Immersion Team 

received $1,000 to purchase native-language resources, like books and posters, 

and to fund a celebration focused on el Dia del Niño (Day of the Child).

6. Inspiring Improvisation (Elm Lawn): Music teacher Theoni Richardson received 

$2,500 to purchase xylophones and a contrabass bar, getting the percussion 

instrument-to student-ratio closer to 1:2 and cultivating a culture of improvisation 

and free play. This pilot program may be extended to more district elementary 

schools.

7. Run, Run as Fast as You Can (Park): Kindergarten teacher Noel Vannieuwenhoven 

received $2,500 to fund a STEM (science, technology, engineering, math) project 

to boost emerging reading skills.

8. One School, One Book (Park): Social worker Susan Sims-Mormino and teachers 

John Wozniczka, Wendy Matthews, Lisa Breunig, Diane Matzke, Caroline 

Estabrook and Karla Freimuth received $2,475 to support a school-wide and 

community-wide reading program to promote family literacy.

9. Diverse Classroom Libraries (West Middleton): Social worker Emily Stockbridge   

received $1,100 to fund collections of diverse books in classroom libraries 

addressing topics such as LGBTQ+ inclusion, racial diversity, immigration and 

bullying.

10. Art Room Accommodation Station (West Middleton): Art teacher Marnie Hyland 

received $2,100 to expand traditional art curriculum with sensory tools geared 

towards students with special needs and those requiring trauma-informed care. 


